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PIONEER FLORIDA
by T. FREDERICK DAVIS
THE FIRST SESSION

OF THE

OF

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

FLORIDA

Conformably to the law, the first Legislative
Council of the Territory of Florida was to meet at
Pensacola on Monday, June 10, 1822. On that day
several members met, but owing to lack of a quorum
occasioned by the non-arrival of the East Florida
members they adjourned until the 17th. On the 17th,
the East Florida members had not arrived and
there was another adjournment. It was not until
July 22 that the Council organized with a quorum
attained through the arrival of some of the members from East Florida. These bare facts are all
that official records show; for the circumstances of
the delay we must resort to other sources.
Florida at that time was an unsettled wilderness
throughout the route for land travel from East
Florida to Pensacola. Many hardships confronted
the traveler on such a journey, estimated to take
three weeks by horseback under the most favorable
circumstances. The East Florida members of the
Legislative Council therefore decided to proceed to
Pensacola by vessel on a voyage around the peninsula. Concerning this voyage the Mobile Register
of July 18, 1822, published the following news item:
Loss of the Sloop Lady Washington
We have received from the passengers who
came up to town yesterday morning from ship
Island the following particulars of the loss of
this vessel.
The Lady Washington of and from St.
Augustine, East Florida, bound to Pensacola,
sailed on the morning of the 30th of May
[1822] with the following passengers on board,
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viz ; Messrs. Reynolds, Hanham, Law, (members of the Legislative Council of Florida,)
Gaither [also a member of the Council], Hackley and Hines. After experiencing an alternation of calms and squalls, she put into Matanzas
[Cuba] on the 22d of June, to get a supply of
wood, water and provisions. She proceeded on
her voyage the 26th, and made the first land
at Cape St. Bias, on the 4th inst. [July] and
Pensacola on the morning of the 7th. The gale
increasing, she was unable to enter the port,
and obliged to lay too [sic]. On the morning
of the 9th, she shipped a heavy sea, which stove
in her companion way, and threw the sloop on
her beam ends, and took in a considerable
quantity of water. She righted immediately,
and it was considered prudent to scud her, as
it appeared that she had not sufficient ballast
to enable her to lay too. This was accordingly
done, and after scudding three and a half hours
under bare poles, (the captain and mate at the
helm) she gave a lee lurch and upset. In this
perilous situation she remained about 15 or 20
minutes, the crew and passengers clinging for
safety to the side of the vessel, when she
righted, and two hours after[wards] she run
on the beach of Ship Island [off the coast of
Mississippi]. All on board were saved.
This is the story of the voyage as reprinted from
the Mobile Register by the Pensacola Floridian.
But there is an addendum concerning another member of the Council from East Florida, Thomas
Lytle, who embarked for Pensacola in a different
vessel. It, too, ran into a storm off the Florida
coast and was lost. Mr. Lytle was among those who
perished. (Niles’ Weekly Register, Dec. 14, 1822,
p. 226.)
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There is an abstract in the Floridian of the daily
proceedings of the Council through August 13.
Further records are lost, but it is known that because of the severe epidemic of yellow fever, already raging in Pensacola at that time, 1 the Council
and many of the townsmen fled to the country, and
the session was continued at the country home and
ranch of Don Manuel Gonzalez, a house well known
to Gen. Andrew Jackson, fifteen miles inland. This
was at the present village of Cantonment.
The Floridian of July 27, 1822, contains the following, presumably an extract from the journal 2 of
the Council:
Monday, July 22, 1822. This day at twelve
o’clock the following members of the Legislative Council appeared and answered to their
names, viz:-James C. Bronaugh, Richard K.
Call, Edmund Law, John Miller, William Reynolds, James R. Hanham, Greenbury Gaither
and George Murray-who being a majority of
the whole Council, the Governor administered
the oath to them, to support the constitution
of the United States, so long as they continue
citizens thereof, and to discharge the duties of
their office faithfully, and to the best of their
abilities.’’
1. Few details have come down to us of this epidemic. But we
get a brief view of it in Niles’ Weekly Register, October 10,
1822 (vol. xxiii p. 99). A summary of that report is in T. F.
Davis, “Digest of the Florida Material in Niles’ Register,
1811-1849” (manuscript, 250p.) copies of which are in Fla.
State Lib., P. K. Yonge Lib. Fla. Hist., Univ. of Fla., Fla.
State Col. for Women Lib., and Library of Congress. Summary: “Prevalence and severity of the yellow fever epidemic
in Pensacola; worst on record. Names of many prominent
residents who died between 15th Aug. and 11th Sept. among
them a number of public officials including Dr. Bronaugh,
president of the Legislative Council." - Ed.
2. None of these early journals were printed. The first printed
was the journal of the 1829 session, and the next (so far as
known) that for the 1832 session. All subsequent journals
have been printed, The Acts of all sessions were printed.
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